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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed which has been approved by the Examiner 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 



Attachments) 

1 □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 
2D Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
3D Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 



Paper No. . 



4D Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 



5Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6Q Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. 

7Q Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8g<] Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
9D Other 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-37 (Rev. 11-03) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No. 20040106 



Application/Control Number: 09/925,082 Page ■ 

Art Unit: 1744 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claim 15 includes the limitations that there is a brush head with a first side, a second side 
and a storage cavity between the two sides. The first side comprises bristles and the second side 
comprises a luffa. There is a coiled handle member that retracts into the storage cavity. 

Fehrenbach teaches a brush with two sides and a cavity between. The first side is bristles 
and the second side is a sponge. The handle is a hollow tube to allow water to flow from a water 
source to the cavity in the head of the brush. It would not have been obvious to modify 
references to achieve the claimed invention of a luffa and a retractable handle because it would 
destroy the original invention. 

Storrs and Messer teach a brush with a retractable handle however fail to teach a second 
side with a luffa, nor would it have been obvious to combine references to achieve the claimed 
invention. 

Markle, Beck and Frantzeskakis teach a sponge with a retractable handle however fail to 
teach a second side with a luffa or even a first side with bristles, nor would it have been obvious 
to combine references to achieve the claimed invention. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shay L Balsis whose telephone number is 571-272-1268. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00 M-Th, alternating F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert J. Warden can be reached on 571-272-1281. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 
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